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FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
Mr. Evenerr, 


Sir—In perusing your “ review of a Pam- 
phlet entitled, Universalism or the rich man 
and Lazarus, a sermon by Thomas Lounsbury, 
A.B. pastor of the first Presbyterian congre 
gation in Ovid,” my mind was peculiarly enter- 
tained with a quotation on page 16, wherein 
Mr. L. pledges to the public, “ whenever call- 
ed upon to prove demonstrably, from fair and 
legitimate consequences, if this system (Uni 
vérsal Salvation) be true, that Alexander the 
Great, the mad-cap King of Sweden, Napo- 
leon Bonaparte, and all other great cut-throats, 
who at successive periods, were the terrour 
and scourge of the human family, were men 
of the most exalied virtue ; that falsehood, dis- 
honesty, lewdness, homicide, &c. are virtues 
of a very high order, and contribute amazing- 
ly to the general account of human happi- 
ness.” 

On reading this quotation my impression 
perfectly coincided with yours, “ that he ne- 
ver will perform the task which he has assum- 
ed.” Had this “ pledge” been given by a be- 
liever in universal salvation, on the supposi- 
tion that endless misery is true, it could “ be 
easily shown,” yea, proved “ demonstrably 
from faiz and legitimate consequences,” that 
what Mr. L. has asserted respecting the above 
named characters, is a truth ; and that he him- 
self, in misrepresenting the seutiments of Uni- 
versilists, practices a virtue “of a very high 
order.” If the Great Supreme is a being of 
infinite wisdom ; if he isa being of the “ most 
exalted virtue,” and if he is such a being as is 
represemted by Calvinists : That he hes made 
a hell.of liquid fire, to burn and torment his 
feeble offspring, “ while eternal ages roll their 
ceaseles§,rounds,” then the proof follows with 
some of plausibility, if not * demonstra- 
bly from fair and legitimate consequences’’---- 
that Alexander the Great, the Mad-cap king of 
Sweden; Napoleon Bonaparte, and all other 
great cut-throats, who at successive periods, 
were the terrour and scourge of the human 
family, ‘were men of the most exalted virtue;’ 
inasmuch as they have followed his examples, 
in causing allthe misery and devastation, in 
their power: well might they exclaim glory 
to God, and to ourselves, we have been thy 
imitators ; we have foll..wed thy examples ;--- 


thou hast commanded us to be ‘imitators of 





God,’ thou hast declared that thou wilt inflict 
the most excruciating agony and torment upon 
they children ; that thou wilt make thy off- 
spring miserable, as long as thou dost exisi.— 
We therefore in obedience to thy commands 

ave followed thy examples. We have embru- 
ed our hands in the blood ofmillions of the hu- 
man family, and although we have not had the 
power as thou hast, to make them miserable e- 
ternally ; yet we have endeavoured to protract 
that misery to the longest period possible.— 
We have been ‘ the terrour and scourge of the 
human family.’ Now therefore as we have 
followed thy example, as far as layin our pow- 
erg we claim to be thy true disciples ; yea we 
‘ cut-throats’ bave been active in producing all 
the misery and desolation in our power. And 
we do verily believe that John Calvin was thy 
true disciple, inasmuch as he followed thy exam- 
ples by burning alive, Michael Servetus the 
Spaniard by a slow fire, we also have endea- 
voured to imitate his example, by producing 
misery of the same kind - we have also been 
faithful inthe practice of falsehood’ and ‘ dis- 
honesty ;’ for if we believe the testimony of 
Jobn Calving wealso believe that these are 
attributes of thine, for he hath taught thy de- 
crees, That for the manifestation of thy glo- 
ry, some mep are ‘ foreordained to everlasting 
death’ that ‘ the entry of life is locked up,’ we 
also read inthy word, that thou wilt ‘ have all 
men to be saved and to come unto the knowl- 
edge of the truth.’ We believe with Calvin 
and wijth all his followers, that thou hast given 
a law to mankind the penalty of which is ends 
less misery in a future state—that the wages of 
sin is death, yea eternal death—that thou hast 
threatened all those who have by their guilt 
incurred this penalty—that thou wouldst sure+ 
ly execute it-—and that thou wouldst execute 
it upon the soul that sinneth. Nevertheless 
thou hast not only failed to execute thy threat- 
ening upon all the guilty, but hast executed it 
upon the iznocent, even on Christ * who did 
no sin neither was guile found in his mouth.’—~ 
We also have practiced ‘falsehood, and ‘ dis- 
honesty,’ yea ‘ homicide,’ in merdering,the in- 
nocent, The reader will bear in mind that 
this is reasoning on ‘ the supposition’ that end- 
less misery is a truth notwithstanding all that is 
said in scripture to the cwntrary, and that the 
penalty of the law instead of being oxecuted 
upon the guilty, is inflicted upon the innocent, 
at the expense of truth in the threatening, and 
that by imitating a being, whose character i 
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QS represenies Ly such a docuine pertectly jus- 
tifiable, if not as Mr, L. says “ virtues of « ve- 
ry high order” we gan easily perceive how 
« Alexander the Great, the Mad-cap king of 
Sweden, Napoleon Bonaparte and all other 
great cut-thoats who at successive periods were 


the terrour and scourge of the human family,” , 


can be justified in their conduct on the plea 
that they have yielded obedience to the com- 
mands of God by being imitators of his charac- 
ter and conduct. But on the supposition that 
“universal salvation is truethat the above 
named characters can be proved, demonstrably 
from fair and legitimate consequences,’ to 
be ‘men of of the most exalted virtue’ remains 
a declaration and a pledge, which we nwust leave 
for the comprehensive mind of Mr. Lounsbu- 
ry: to fathom. ‘Will he contend that they are 
men of the most exalted virtue because God 
loves.the .whole human family and will save 
them from sin, and from all its attendant conse- 
quences, bre cannot--will he plead the example of 
that God, who is ¢ Love’ in justification of their 
unhallowed conduct ? ‘He cannot pretend this, 
for their conduct has been in diametrical vppo- 
sition to the character of sucha Being. Will 
he plead their obedience to the requirements of 
such a Being ? No, for his requirements are, 
§ thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and thy neighbour as thyself” yea this is 
the command of heaven, even “ on the suppo- 
sition that universal salvation is true,” that 
“all things whatsoever ye would that men 
should do to you, de yeeven soto them, for this 
isthe law and the prophets.” But perhaps we 
mistake his view of ‘ universal salvation,” Per- 
haps bis view of it may be, that mankind can- 
not be saved, till after the dissolution of the 
body and thatthen, they will be saved from an 
endless hell which they justly deserve that by 
reasoning _— this priuciple, he may pretend 
to prove “ demonstrably from fair and legitim- 
ate consequences” that tliey are “‘ men of the 
most exalted virtue” because they have been 
the means of sending them ‘right to heaven.’ 
4f this is his view of salvation, it is a fabrica- 
tion of bisown contriving; we have nothing 
to do with it, we do not believe in such a ‘uni- 
versal salvation,’ we utterly deny such a doc- 
trine. 

Our earsare often saluted with the ungrate- 
fal cry, that “if I believed in universal salva- 
tion, I would rob, lie, cheat, steal, burn my bi- 
ible” ‘&c. * I would indulge myself in all man- 
ner of mischiefs.” ‘This ungrateful principle 
will do fur a Nero, for an unprincipled savage. 
But for a christian! ! O BLUSH AND BE 
ASHAMED: yea all who profess the christian 
name, contend not for thetruth of such an im- 
pious, uachristian, ungrateful declaration, for 
the sake of gratitude, for the sake of human na- 
. ‘ture, let it pass for a falsehood, for a random i- 
die tale. But if ye will contend that the doc- 
trine is‘a truth, ye tellus in somany words that 


is, were it not the fear of an endles hell, - we 
would cease to loye and worship the God of 
heaven; Then ye would appear in your real 
character, an enemy to God and man, and still 
ye profess to love and fear God, aye this fear; 
is it not the fear of an endless hell ; ye say if 
we believed in “ universal salvation” (that is) 
remove this propelling engine this fear of hell 
which produces all our love and service to 
God, then we would appear, how? as ye are ; 
retten at the heart; no wonder your service 
to God is a burden, all which is produced by 
the slavish fear of hell, and not by love. Re- 
member the Lord hath said of some of old, by 
the prophet Isaiah that “they have removed 
their heart far from me, and their fear towards 
me is taught by the precepts of men.” The 
beloved disciple John hath Said “there is ne 
fear in love, but perfect love casteth out fear, 
because fear hath torment, he that feareth is 
not made perfect in love. We love him’ be- 
cause he brs loved us, if any man say I love 
God and hate his brother HE IS A LIAR, for 
he that loveth not his brother, whom he hath 
seen, how can he love God whom he hath not 
seen; and this commandment have we* from 
him THAT HE WHO LOVETH GuD 
LOVETH HIS BROTHER ALSO.” 


A.C, 


GOSPEL ADVOOATE. 


‘*] AM SET FOR THE DEFENCE OF THE GOSPEL.”’ 














SIN NOT INFINITE. 

Two arguments ure used, to sustain the ideathat 
sin is infinite in its nature, which are the following, 
viz. 1. that the Being offendéd-.against, is infinite; 
and 2, that the punishment of sin is endless, and 
therefore the cause must be infinite, in order to jus- 
tify the infliction of such punishment. I shall at- 
tempt a refutation of each of the foregoing proposi- 
tions, in the order in which they stand. 





—==—- 


That sin is not infinite, because it is committed 
against the law of an infinite Being, is evident from 
the following considerations, First: sin exists on- 
ly in the intention of the creature, and its magnitude 
is according tu the capacity or capability of him 
who. commits it. For example; the child of ayear 
old, may, in gratifying the whim of amoment, destroy 


the life of its brother or sister. This woyld be sin; 
but no righteous judge would damn th@pauthor of 
the deed to the gallows; for this good r@fpon,—the 


mind of the child is incapable of taking cagnizance 
of the law probibiting such conduct, and also una- 
ble to judge of the nature of the deed from the con- 
sequencesattending it. It is maintained, that it i 
criminal to do an injury to the meanest of God’s 
creatures—moreé criminal to offend against a magis- 
trate or prince—and infinitely criminal to offend a- 
gainst God. Well, suppose all this should be ad- 
mitted; does it not follow that one sin is greater than 
another? Most certainly. The greater sin is that 





Je are ROTTEN AT THE corE. Your language 





whieh is commited againgt the prince, and the great- 
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est is that which is committed against God. If this 
be the fact, does it not follow that sin in the two 
first degrees of comparison is not infinite ? Certain- 
ly; and if one sin is finite why may not all sins be 
of a like chnracter 7? Indeed, the very process of 
reasoning adopted to sustain the opinion I am ex- 
amining, is of a nature to disprove, what it is de- 
signed to sustain. 

Again, 2. That sin is of different degrees, is a 
fact admitted by cvery man of understanding, and 
plainly taught in the scriptures. No one will pre- 
tend that the child who steals an apple is as guilty 
as the assassin who takes the life of his neighbour; 
or that the crime of murder, is no worse in its na- 
ture, than that of playing at whist. If, then, there 
are degrees of criminality in sin, all sins cannot be 
infinite; for nothing can be addedso infinity, or ta- 
ken from it; nor can it be possible that more than 


one sin could ever be committed, if it were infinite, 


for one sin, in that case would fill the universe of 
God, and drive the Eternal from his throne. 

Here an objection may arise. It may bo conten- 
ded that if sin exists in the intention of the crea- 
ture, he may, although he be finite in all his powers 
and faculties, (which canuot be denied) his evil in- 
tentions may go so far es to constitute him guilty of 
an infinite offence. TothisI reply, 

1, Those who bring this objection, seem to over- 
look an important fact; viz. that the creature being 
limited in all his powers and faculties, effectually 
prevents him from committing an infinite offence e. 
ven in imagination, We are told that, had mun the 
power, he would dethrone Omnipotence, and take 
his place! But did it ever enter into the heart of a 
man to conceive how such an event could be brenght 
about? It is absurd to maintain such an idea, 

2.. But, admitting, for the sake of argument 
that man has the power, not to dethrone God, but 
to conceive ofa plan in al) its ramifications, which 
should be likely to bring about such an event ; does 
it follow that he could desire to carry such a plan 
into effect ? If the answer should be yes, then it 
would be quite apparent that such desire, would 
proceed from one of two prigciples. Either, first, 
from a desire in the creature to injure his own hap- 
piness, and that of all mankind; or secondly, from 
entire ignorance ofthe character of the being- to be 
dethroned. I layit down as an axiom thatno man, 
angel, or devil, ever did, or ever can, desire to de- 
stroy his ownhappiness; and therefore, had man 
the power to subvert the throne of Jehovah, and let 
‘planets and suns run lawless through the skies” — 
he would never do it, ifho knew what the charac- 
ter of God was, and how much his own happiness 
ad that'of others depended upon his existence.— 
And secondly, if ignorance should constitute the 
foundation of such desire, it would be the sin of 
ignorance, and for that reason if no other,not infinite. 

2ndly. The argument in support of the opjniou I 
am examining which is inferred from the nature of 
the penalty to be inflicted upon sin involves the ve- 
ry question in debate. Itmay answer to prove that 
_ Sin is infinite, and from such fact when established 





(if possible to establish so gross an absurdity,) in- 
fer that punishment is endless or infinite, in its du- 
ration ; but it will never do to take for granted that 
punishment is endless, and from thence ‘infer that 
its procuring cause is infinite. Letit first be prov- 
ed that punishment for sin is endless, and then it 
will be time to conclude that sin is infinite, but not 
before. It would be foolish to say, that punishment 
is endless, because sin is infinite ; and that sin is 
infinite because punishment is endless. Yet the 
arguments of our opponents in fact amounts te & 
bout the same thing. 
REMARKS. 

The notion that sin is infinite, has ever had a bad 
tendency upon the morals of christians, exaetly pro- 
portionate to their faith in such an absurdity. It 
has led many honest souls to despair of mercy.— 
Thinking they had committed an infinite sin, and 
not being able to see how so great an offence could 
he forgiven, they have adopted the dreadful alter- 
native of putting an end to their existence. Pas 
rents have destroyed their own children, lest they 
should commit such an offence as might endanger 
their everlasting peace; and thousands have conclu; 
ded that as sin was infinite, and that nothing~ could 
be added toit, they might go on the way of trans; 
gression, without adding any thing to their guilt, by 
a multiplication of their offénees, And christiang 
too, good souls, thinking they have obtained -par- 
don for an infinite offence, are a ‘little disposed, 
sometimes, to be guilty of “the backslidings of a 
saint” out of pure love, no doubt, for the souls ‘of 
mankind. From all, and singular of such opinions 
and offences, to use the language of ‘the church,” 
we say, ‘‘good Lord deliver us.” L. 8. E: 


THE BURIAL.—< rrsomenr. 

It was summer. The sun shone proudly 
down upon the gray mist that rose above the 
billows—the bluShing charms of ‘spring - were 
passed, and the summer glow of loveliness’ had 
sucveeded. The woodlands were gay and 
beautiful—for nature had clothed themm all her 
surpassing splendours. The mountain stream 
now run, now rippled, now curling-with its sil- 
ver eddies glad sparkling in the sunbeam—now 
smoothly flowed along its ever varying bed, to- 
wards its quiet home “in' the world of was 
ters.” The birds warbled as sweetly in’ their 
‘green bowers of bliss, as if sighs and tears were 
a thing unknown. * * * * 

There was joy on earth--the twittering swal- 
low as in darted along in sunshine and shade, 
heeded not the bitter wailings of affliction and 
distress—the wild bird in its noiseless flight, 
sofily silent as falls the snow flake—seemed 
unmindful of woe, as it flashed its wing across 
the vision like a thought ofa dream during 
the Rushed hours of midnight—and vanished 
as suddenly. To me the sight of their joyous 
felicity brought no gladness—the’ sounds of 
their mirth fell coldwpon the heart—its seemed 
but bitter mockery—and spoke of days depart- 
ed. The bright and laughing skies seemed i=- 
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sensible that there.were smiling over ruin and de- 

cay—that one of hope’s fairest, sweetest flowers 

had drooped and died—and that now—even 

now—was to be laid in the earth’s cold bosom. 
. * * . ~ * 

I had seen the child in its guileless beauty-- 
when it was a thing all glowing with health, in- 
nocenace and joy—I had seen it folded in the 
arms of her that bore it, in all the overwhelm- 
ing fondness of a Mother’s love. But now her 
first born blessing—her first, last, and only ene 
—slept—not on the soft jbosom of a mother’s 
tenderness—but with the quiet dead! Death, 
death! How lovely canst thou be! Though 
pale and lifeless, it wore a smile passionless and 
pure, as the cherub of immortality—it had no- 
thing of the corpse about it, but its whiteness 
—nothing of the grave, but its silence. So 
beautiful it seemed—like the sportive lamb 
decked with a flowery garland for the sacrifice 
—I could fain have lain down by its side in 
the cold bosom of our common mother in the 
dark and silent valley. * * * 

Thou weepest childless mother—ah, well 
thou mayest—the son of God wept at the tomb 
of his friend—and thou mournest thy first born 


—Hard it is for thee to lay thy loved one low | 


in the damp earth—beneath the cold clods of 
the valley—hard it is to reflect that this thy 
child of peerless beauty, will never more raise 
its rosy lips to thine, in all the fondness of child- 
hood’s warm affeetion—ah ! these are recol- 
lections that weigh upon the soul, even to 
overpowering. Memory tells thee thou art des- 
olate—it tells too of playful smiles—of a thou- 
sand soft and winning ways that twine around 
the mother’s bosom—it tells of the sweet wild 
throbbings of unspeakable bliss, that were 
thine when softly soothing itto slumber and 
repose. Now—the foilage of the cypress will 
be its shelter~and the narrow house its abiding 
lace—the nursery will no mére resound with 
its gladsome mirth-—the cradle in which it had 
so often reposed in quiet is now desolate-- 
Thou weepest childless mother. * * * * 
The last look. The time iscome when she 
may gaze once moro upon her sleeping boy, 
ere the pall is settled upon his lifeless brow— 
Oh the bitter agony of that moment--one long 
burning kiss upov his marble forehead—--and 


‘he is shut from her view--in the fulness of her 


grief she says, 
“‘No more my baby shall thou lie, 
With drowsy smile and half shut eye— 
Pillow’d upon thy mother’s breast, 
Serenely sinking into rest. 


Thou wert lovelier than the morn of May, 
Possess’d the brightest charms that youth adorn— 
But all those beauties now have pass’d away, 
And all who knew them once are left te mourn, 


The opening rose bloom’d here a little while—- 
Smiling serene beneath a summer’s sky— 
But can no more a mother’s sigh beguile, 
Or wipe the tear from pale afiliction’s eye. 


For God hath laid thee down to sleep, 
Like a pure pear! beneath the deep!" 


__ Look abroad fond mother upenthe ways of 
sinful men, and repine no more, that God has 
made thy child an angel in the regions of bliss, 
---now his song mingles with the thanksgiving 
of the blest! sanctified, safe, and secure, from 
the stormy blasts of iniquity, with him who is 
from everlasting! * * * * 

The long train of weeping friends gathered 
round a fresh dug grave. The coffin was low- 
ered in its final resting place--in the vale of soli- 
tude and silence---the spirit of him who was 
30 lovely here had long cre this crossed the 
dark waters---and is safely landed upon the 
flowery coast of a world of fadeless bloom ! 


T.F. 
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FEMALE PREACHERS...AGAIN. 

Last evening having swallowed the last bit of 
cake that my plate ufforded—and after wach- 
ing it down with a smal! cup of Hyson, was just set- 
tling into a profound state of meditation, on the 
doctrine of ‘ total depravity’—‘ ricarious sufferings,’ 
&o, &c.—favoured into the bargain by a most deli- 
cious drowsiness—and half dreaming and half thipk- 
ing of the ‘last day’’—I say in this heavenly frame 
of mind I was interrupted!! And how? Was the 
town on fire? Was theve news of an earthquake ? 
Or had I been taken at my word, respecting the 
‘* dear creatures,’’ and was called upon for the pan- 
ta-loons ? Not exactly that—but worse than eiihey 
or all put together—a letter from Phebe! Mirabile! 
The soul and body have scarce been acquainted 
with each other since. At first we thought that be- 
ing a bachelor, we had made a conquest—that being, 
as it were, ‘‘ Calebs in search of a wife,’’ we hada 
sort of glimmering hope, that our probationary state 
of‘ single blessedness,’ had well nigh ended—when 
lo and behold! a damper! Here it comes. 

FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE, 

MEssrs. Your observations in the last Ad- 
vocate, respecting women’s preaching, I ¢onsider 
illiberal and erroneous ; assuming to yourselves a 
kind of dictatorial power incompatible with that 
freedom of discussion which you rhea: | invite. 
That women have a right to teach, preach or ex- 
hort, and that they are as capable of doing either, 
according as the Almighty shall call and qualify, is 
clear and evident, both from reason, scripture and 
common sense, 

I shall not at present undertake to argue the ques 
tion, I only wish to remind you, that perhaps com- 
munity would sustain no great loss, in case you 
should exchange your desk for kaitting work, in 
which case [hope you would knit a finer fabrick in 
that line, than you do fromthe pulpit. The. fe- 
males generally have no disposition to exchange 
dresses with you until they are rendered more re- 
putable by that class of men who assume the ex- 
clusive right of pointing out the way to heaven. 

I should judge from your language, that you have 
been in the practice of preaching to choice collec- , 
tions of spirits, ‘‘ blue, grizzle and grey,’’ and “a 
company of blackguerds.’’ If you have been 
preaching to such I think it time for us to witness 
some reform. I have seen many female preachers 








in my time, and never recollect of seeing one in 
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Ahut capacity insulted or abused; but their preaching 
was attended with as much effect, as well received, 
and the congregation as much edified, and comfort- 
ed as ever I did by the preaching of a man. 

The more I seflect on your extraordinary obser- 
vations, the more I am surprised that you should 
so far expose your weakness—you say it “‘ destroys 
our respect for them, &c. when we see them over- 
step all the bounds of cecency and decorum.” If 
preaching the gospel, is over-stepping the bounds 
of decency and decorum, I think it ought to be dis- 


couraged beth in men and women; and none as- } 
semble to hear but spirits, “ blue, grizzle andgrey,”’ | 


it is time to abolish the praciice. But is there any 
subject more sublime ? Any better calculated to 
call into action, the tender sympathies of the fe- 
muie bosom ? Does she not feel an equal interest 
in the reformation of the human family 7 And do 
we not receive from women the most useful part of 
our instruction? Are we not indchted to them for 
our very existence ? And why in the name of com- 
mon sense shall they be degraded below their 
proper rank in society? ; 

bat it is not so convenient for them, I wil! ad- 
mit; but I must contend, they have the same right 
as aman and are capable of doing as much good, 
PHEBE. 

June 5, 1827. 

Now what to do we know not—it scems we have 
got inio hot water sure enough—into the éuds com- 
pletely. To say we are sorry for having been 
guilty of what seems to have been an unpardonable 
sin, would Jook extremely awkward on paper. Be- 
sides, we did but just speak ; and to be thus hand- 
Jed without gloves—Oh ! ’tis too bad by half. To 
tell the truth, we are jin a strait between two— 
whether to hang, or drown ourself. we are as yetun- 
determined. If our opponent was only a man— 
why it would be food and raiment, to break a lance 
with him; but a woman—®modest, tender, delicate, 
aeoman ! Oh it would break our little heart to have 
it supposed for a moment, we could be guilty of 
fighting with a woman ! We had thought at first of 
uddressing a note to ‘‘ Phebe” through the medium 
of the post office, making the amende ‘ honourable,’ 
for the shocking crime of which we were found guil- 
ty—but then at the second thought the danger of 
such a course flashed us in the face—for it would 
probably be good ground on which to commence an 
action, (not for assault and battery—but) for “a 
breach of premise!’’ Having a constitutional dis- 
jike to courts (of law I mean) particularly when our- 
gelf should in a!l probability be so nearly concerned, 
we have thought fit, by and with the advice and con- 
sent of counsel, tocome out with a publick explana- 
tion, of our views and feelings. 

In the first place we feel it our privilege to notice 
the following little morceau from our sweet sister. 

**T shall not at present undertake [now why not 7] 
to argue the question; I only wish to remind you 
that perhaps community would sustain no great loss, 
in case you should exchange your desk for “ knit- 
ting work L111" 


Oh Phebe, Phebe,—you have cut us into a thou- 
sand and one pieces—verily this is downright cru- 
elty— or we are no judge. Why now, did you not 
knew that we considered ourself a GREAT WES- 
TERN LUMINARY? That is, not exactly a Lumi- 
Hary like those published at Bloomfield and Lex- 


ington, but a sort of Lrcur shining in a dark place 
—one of the crear Licuts of the world—even wis- 
dom and knowledge personified! Now to be thus 
put out—extinguished—by one feminine “ puff’ 
better were it for that man had he never been born. 
Well Phebe what more have you to say? 

Why, ‘‘in which case [of exchange for the “ knit- 
ting work”’] I hope you wunld kuit a firmer fabrick 
in that Jine, than you do from the pulpit!” 

We are ground to powder—verily we are dust and 
ashes——and altogether .vanity! Why Phebe how 
could you have & heart to blow us up so high—-even 
as it were “‘sky high ?’’ Now let me ask if you ev- 
er heard ourself weave any of our long yarns in the 
pulpit? Else how could you judge--if you have 
and can say from the heart we did not make “firm 
work’’—Whiy heaven and earth—though I would 
not be impolite to a lady for worlds—yet I am con- 
strained to suy---that---that---you are no judge--- 
that’s flat ! ; 


Now let us hear from you again Phebe if you please.-- 


The next clause reads thus— 

“The females generally have no disposition to 
exchange dresses with you, until they are rendered 
more reputable, by that class of men who assume 
the exclusive right of pointing out the way to heav- 
en!” 

Worse and worse, ten thousand times told.— 
When we come to this we rubbed our hands---pinch- 
ed our elbows, and did a great many other things 
‘too numerous to mention,” in order to ascertain 
whether we were in the body or out of the body! 
As soon as we had recovered from the shock (’twas 
truly shocking !) we could not but be thankful that 
“* the females generally”’ had no disposition to ex- 
change dresses with ourself---for our wardrobe hap- 
pens at this time, to be amazing scanty. 

Phebe says ‘I should judge from your language, 
that you have been in the habit of preaching to 
choice collections of spirits, “blue, grizzle and 
grey ’’ and a company of blackguards, &c.”’ 

Now we really don’t know, ’pon honour---can’t 
say but we have---for we have preached to a great 
many women! We meantocast no reflections Phe- 
be, either upon you, or the dear creatures ‘‘ gener- 
ally’’---Oh no we like them too well,to be guilty of 
such an ugly thing; ‘‘only wish to remind you” we 
are no judge of---colours ! 

Phebe says she has seen ‘‘many female preach- 
ers in her time’’---So have we ourself---in our time ; 
and we always pitied and despised them! What do 
you think of that Phebe? A woman who can break 
over all bounds of decegoy---who can lay aside that 
all powerful charm---modesty---we again repeat it, 
is no longer an object of adoration but of disgust 
and abhorrence. No---a woman should like the sen- 
sitive plant, shrink from such boldness and indis- 
cretion; she should never aspire to be an oak---if 
she should---when the rains come, and the winds 

blow---she will most assuredly fall, a blighted, with- 
ered, joyless thing, no more to rise. We again 
fearlessly repeat the declaration of last week, that 





when females despise the shame of which the apos- 























































Me 


4 


| BNE LE oa MR 


ERT 


r 
} 





































































































482 


GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 














- tle speaks---and forget that they are women---men 
will also forget it too, and will no longer treat them 
as such. We say once forall, ‘Let your women 
Reep silence in the churches; if they will learn a- 
any thing let them ask their husbands at home; for 
it is a SHAME for women to speak in the church!”’ 
(But then St. Paul was a bachelor and his opinions 
seem to be getting unfashionable among the sister- 
heod.) 

Phebe says “their preaching was attended with 
as much xFrect, and the congregation as much edi- 
fied, and comforted, &c,’?; she goes on and asks, 
“Is there any thing better calculated to call into 
action the tender sympathies of the female bosom?” 
Our melancholy answer is No! And it is for that 
very reason that we deprecate the practice. We 
have scen too many mournful instances of depravi- 
ty which were the consequents of sach ‘calling in- 
to action,”? &c. not to give it our marked and un- 
qualified disapprobation. It is true---aye and a 
melancholy fact it is too---that many are edificd as 


Phebe says, ut inguery, whispering and camp meet- | 
ings---we ourself heard very mamy instances during 
a late tour to the west, of the outpourings of the 
wmHoly Spirit; else perhaps we had not called the 
attention of our readers to this all important sub- 
ject. 

It is to the softer sex we look as to a beacon 
blaze to guide us.amid the whirlwind and the storm 
of human ills---it is to them we are indebted in no | 
small degree for our education, habits and disposi- 
tions. How important then that woman, altogeth- 
er lovely as she is---should take heed to her ways; 
for if she once falls it is forever---she falls never 
more torise. Our fair correspondent seems to hint 
that it is our design to degrade them below their 
proper rank in socicty---this is a very great mistake 
---for all we have said---all we wish or intend by 
calling the attention of our fair readers to this sub- 
ject is, to prevent them from degrading themselves, 
in the estimation of every rational being. 

We have but one word to say---if Phebe or any 
other dear modest creature is ‘‘ called and gualified,’’ 





and —— no we will wear the small clothes ourself! 
TF: 





Our readers will probably recollect, that in 
the brief sketch lately given of “ our cause in 
the west,” it was mentioned that the “ Rev. 
Dr.” Blackburn, and the “ Rev.” Geo. C, 
Light, of Louisville, Kentucky, were strongly 
called upon, both by me and-others, to come 
out openly, like faithful shepherds, and op- 
pose this dangerous, licentious, damnable her- 
esy—and that they refused! ‘The reason they 
assigned for so doing was ‘ my INSIGNIFICANCE !” 
Now ‘this was true enough—it is a well known 
truth that the “‘ infidel” writer of this paragraph 
is a weak brother—but he has had the unspeak- 
able satisfaction of knowing by happy experi- 
ence, that God has chosen the weak things of 
this world to confound the mighty! (This our 
Methodist brother Stribling, of Flemingsburg, 





| 
and is about to shine---they shall have our coat, hat | 


Ky. knows by un-happy experience, to be a 
melancholy fact! Dr. Houston, too, of the 
same place, he knows something about “ weak 
things,” we guess /) 

Well insignificant as I was, it did not pre- 
vent Mr. Light from coming out after I had 
(as he supposed) left the place—with a flaming 
denunciation against the abominable infidelity 
that had been preached in that town, by his 
poor, weak, insignificant brother. His intenr 
tion of preaching in opposition to the “ grace 
of God that bringeth salvation to all men,” 
reached my ears as } was leaving town—I gave 
some few friends notice that I should return at 
the time—they kept it however to themselves, 
On Sunday [ returned to Louisville—and 
when the children of God came to present 
themselves before the Lord “ Satan came also 
among them /”? took my seat ypon the foot 
stool of the sanctuary—took out my paper and 
pencil and was, as the poet says, 

‘¢ A chiel among them taking notes 
And now I’1l priut them.” 

Our readers may therefore expect to see 
from time to time, as we have space and op- 
portunity, some of the “ strong reasons” of our 
Methodist brother, together with some insig- 
nificant remarks on the same under the head 
of, 


| FRIENDLY LETTERS TO THE REV. GEO, C, LIGHT 


of Louisville, Kentucky. 
LETTER WO. I. 

Sir—The humble individual who now has 
the honour to address you makes no apology 
for the liberty of calling your attention to a 
few passing remarks upon your discourse, re- 
specting “ rewards and punishments.” 

Your text was, if I mistake not, in Matt. 25, 
46, “ And these shall go away into everlusting 
punishment; but the rightcous into lif. eternal.” 

These words you were pleased to say, refer- 
red to the Jast or final judgement; now, sir, 
will you allow me to inquire, what authority 
you have, for making this bold unqualified as- 
sertion? The word “ last judgement” or * fi- 
nal judgement” I do recollect of having seen 
in the bible---unless it was at the head of a 
chapter ! I very well know, that education, 
and popular prejudice, are always ready to at- 
tempt to convince the understanding, that these 
words cannot but refer to something yet to 
come, because the translators of the bible (good 
pious men we all know) saw fit, when they di- 
vided the “ gospel according to Matthew,” in- 
to chapters and verses, to place at the head of 
the 25th’chapter, “The parable dec. Also 
the description of the last judgement !” I kuow 
not why t hws not as much authority for eny- 
ing, “ Also the description of the late war ,’=-- 
as the pious translator had for saying, that the 
twenty-fifth, chapter of Matthéw, contains 
ought that concerns us, other than as a matter 
of history. There is as much propriety in 
saying that the history of Josephus contains 





the description of the last judgement-~as there 
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is in saying the words selected as your .ext, 
refer to a period yetto come. They both re- 
fer to one and the same event---the Saviour be- 
gan to speak of a judgement, and a fearful one 
too---that was abuut to come upon that “ adul- 
terous and sinful generation,” in the 24th chap. 
of Matthew, and continued the same. subject 
through tHe 25th; and notwithstanding the, 


plain and positive declaration of the Saviour, 
that all these things of which he was then 


speaking, should be fulfilled before that gener- 
ation should pass away, yet such is the force 
of prejudice and prepossession that many like 
yourself suppose, that we are under a mistake, 
when we say, these things were fulfilled during 
the life time of those who were then present 
according to the prediction of the Saviour. 

I know very well that the tradition of men 
will have the words of your text to refer to 
some awful period, some countless years hence, 
no one knows when—and that bigotry nods a 
willing assent, and cries—yea verily—yet for 
myself I prefer taking for proof the positive 
declarations of the Son of God, rather than the 
notions, or commentaries, of frail, erring man. 
We should, if we would learn of Christ, hear- 
ken to his words—and when he speaks plain- 
ly and unequivocally we should never strive 
to pervert his meaning. There is no myste- 
ry in either of the chapters of Matthew to 
which we have referred—the Saviour could 
not have used more definite language. He 
speaks of a separation between the sheep and 
goats, and he tells us when it shall be. The 
wore of which he speaks was to take place 
** When the Son of Man shall come in his glo- 
ry and all the holy angels with him”—Now we 
have only to ascertain when he should come, 
and we shall then know the precise time when 
all these things should be fulfilled. Math. xvi. 
27, 28. ‘For the Son of Man shall come in 
the glory of his Father with his angels; and 
then he shal) reward every man according to 
his works. Verily I say unto you, there be 
some standing here that shall not taste of death 
till they age the Son of Man coming in his 
kingdom.” The Saviour tells the High Priest, 
that he (he Iamself not his successor) should 
see the Son of Man sitting on the right hand 
of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven. 
He tells us, Mark xix. 1, “ Verily I say unto 
you, that there be some of them that stand here 
which shall not taste of death, till they have 
seen the kingdom of God come with power.” 
Luke xxii. 18. “For I say unto you, I will 
not drink of the fruit of the vine, until the king- 
dom of God shall come.” -Luke xix. 26, 27, 
“For whosoever shall be ashamed of me, and 
of my words, of him shall the Son of Man be 
ashamed, when he shall come in his own glory, 
and in his Father’s and of the holy angels” — 
_ When is thisto take place? ‘But I tell you ofa 
truth, There be some standing here, which 
4 mot taste of death sill they.see the king- 
_ dom of God.” 








Now what language could be more plain and 
unequivocal? Allow me to ask, that if you had 
never heard of a last judgement, would you 


| believe there was anything contained in the 


24th or 25th chapters of Matthew respecting 


| such an event? Suppose we should place the 
| scriptures in the hands of a savage who might 
| be able to read them,he having nevor heard or 
' 


read anything ofa final judgement--Lask wheth- 
er or no he would learn anything respecting it 
there, unless it was at the head of some of the 
chapters 1 How could he do so when it is not 
to be found in the Bible ? 

Our limits preclude the possibility of saying 
more atihis time; wishing you grace, mercy 


and peace, I am &c. T. FISK. 





BLACK LIsT NO. 2. 

“ What a specious outside falsehood hath !”* 

In June, 1824, a man by the name of P. 
B. Andrews called upon a Universalist, in this 
village, to show him the awful nature of the 
universalist faith. Mr. Andrews stated: that 
he was a resident of Cleaveland, Ohio, where 
he was a member of the Presbyterian church ; 
and being in Buffalo, and learning that univer- 
salism prevailed here, he had thought proper 
to call upon one of that sentiment and warn 
him faithfully. In the course of that conver- 
sation, which lasted about an hour, Mr. An- 
drews declared that no man who was a univer- 
salist could believe the Bible ; that the whole 
doctrine was anti-seriptural, and had a direct 
tendency to the commission of the most hein- 
ous crimes. He was asked whether he can- 
didly believed all the doctiines of Ca)vinism, 
as set forth in the discipline and government 
of the Presbyterian church, to which he re- 
plied he did; and that without so believing, 
he said he did not think any man who had en- 
joyed the opportunity of knowing and em- 
bracing those doctrines, would ever reach 
heaven. He was farther asked whether he 
supposed a person who had been once convert- 
ed and brought into the fold of the faithful, 
could by his own deeds, ever again return te 
a state of wickedness which should cause bis 
ultimate exclusion from heaven. His reply 
was that it wasimpossible for a true saint ever 
to fall from grace so far-as to be finally damn- 
ed ; but that-he might be led, by temptation, te 
commit sin, yet still he woul@escape the im- 
putation of it, so far as to be finally brought te 
Christ. 

Mr. Andrews was very urgent to have the 
Universalist forsake his faith, as there was 
danger of its leading him to commit some di- 
abolical act 3; and he Coricluded his harrangue 
by saying, “I should liketo know what the 
old editor of your Gospel Advocate [meaning 
Mr. T. Gross, who was then its se ee 
of Daniel xii. 1, and Jude, verse 7.” @ was 
told that he could know, by putting his request 
on paper, addressed to Mr. Gross. He then 
asked the universalist to write dowa bis re- 
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quest, put the initials of his name, * P. B. A.” 
to the communication and send it to Mr. Gross. 
This was done, and the communication may 
be found at page 196, Vol. 2, of the Gospel 
Advocate, The answer to the request, by the 
editor, begins at page 209 of the same Volume. 

This whole affair, of itself, contained noth- 
ing of sufficient importance to recal! it at this 
time ; but the recent detection of a company 
of counterfeiters, at Painesville, Ohio, disclosed 
a fact which seemed somewhat connected with 
it. The company were manufacturing base 
half dollars, of the U. S, stamp, and one of 
them, who turncd states’ evidence, swore that 
Mr, ?. B. Andrews, of Cleaveland, (who is a 
gunsmith) made the dies for stamping the 
counterfeit coin! Officers of justice were es- 
patched to Cleaveland, to arrest Andrews, but 
he received notice of their approach and fled 
in time to make his escape ! 

This man says he believes in an endless hell, 
but he also believes that he has been convert- 
ed, and that any man who has been converted, 
can never be in danger of being finally damned. 
In other words, Andrews thought his conver- 
sion a certificate of ensurance against the flames 
of hell, though he should carry on the business 
of counterfeiting coin, and thus defraud his fel- 
low men; while the unregenerate soul would 
be consigned to everlasting damnation for prac- 
tising the same crime. 

Query.—A1s Calvinism of a moral tendency, 
in its effects upon community ? 

One thipg more—we learn from Painesville, | 
Ohio, that the father of the young coiners (a | 
member of the Methodist church) held prayer 
meetings and conferences at his house, howled 
and groaned, while his sons were in the cellar 
making spurious coin ? 

What do you think of that, Elder Bigelow 
—what do you think of that? Shall we not 
shortly get a second edition from you respec- 
ting the licentious tendency of universalisin ? 

















Fertility of Florida.—A traveller rewrned 
from Florida, says—it is the most fertile coun- 
try he ever found; the land producing forty 
bushels of frogs to the acre, and alligators e- 
nough to fence them. 


They alone are independent of fortune who 
have made themselves a separate existence 
from the world. 

The pain accasioned by want of gratifica- 
tion increases uniformly ; and at last becomes 
extreme, when the pleasure of gratification is 
reduced to nothing. 





Br. Massena B. Ballou is about to take charge of 
the societies in Charlton and Brookfield, Mass. 

Br. John S. Thompson, late of Utica, is now 
preaching at Charlestown, Mass. 


Br. John Bisbe, late of Hartford, Conn. has re- 
ceived an invitation from the society in Portland to 
‘become their pastor ; it is expected he will accept 
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the invitation. - 





: ait --< - - -. es 
‘Vain glory is a flower that never comes to fruit.’ 
‘Experience and wisdomare the two best fortune 
tellers.’ 


‘ Drinking water neither makes 


é A ( man sick, nor 
in debt, nor his wife a widow.’ 





ie: Poetic Department. 


ON THE DEATH OF A CHILD. 


BY MRS. HEMANS. 











No bitter tears for thee be shed, 
Blossom of being! seen and gone! 
With flowers alone we strew thy bed, 
O blest, alone departed one} 
Whose all of life, a rosy ray, 
Blushed into dawn and passed away. 


Yes, thou art gone, ere guilt had powes 
To stain thy cherub soul and form! 
Clos’d is the soft ephemeral flower 
That never felt a storm! 
The sunbeam’s smile, the Zephyr’s breath, 
All that it knew from birth to death. 


Thou wert so like a form of light, 
That heaven benignly called thee hence, 
Ere yet the world could breathe one blight 
QO’er thy sweet innocence : 
And thou, that brighter world to bless, 
Art passed with all thy loveliness. 


Ob! had’st thou still on earth remained, 
Vision of beauty, fair as brief, 

How soon thy brightness had been stained 
With passion, or with grief! 

Now not a sullying breath can rise 

To dim thy glory-in the skies. 


We rear no marble o’er thy tomb, 

No sculptured image there’sahll mourn, 
Ah! fitter far the vernal bloom 

Such dwelling to adorn. 
Fragrance, and flowers, and dews, must bé 
The only emblems meet for thee |! 


Thy grave shall be a blessed shrine, 
Adorn’d with nature’s brightest wreath, 
Each glowing season shall combin 
Its incense there to breathe; 
And _oft upon the midnight air 
Shall viewless harps be murmuring there: 


And oft! sometimes in visions blest, 
Sweet Spirit, visit our repose, 

And bear, fone thine own world of rest, 
Some balm for human woes! 

What form more lovely could be given 

Than thine to messenger of Heaven ? 





DInD, 
On the 29th inst. at Sheridan, Chastauque Co. 
Dea. Retire Gross, aged 75. 
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